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COTTAGE FOOD LAW REPORT

Kentucky

A comprehensive guide to the cottage food statute, sales
rules, and county-level zoning and health-department
overlays for home bakers operating under KRS §217.137.

STATUTE TIER IJ GRADE COUNTIES COVERED LAST VERIFIED

KRS §217137 Okay D 120 2026-05-05

IMPORTANT — NOT LEGAL ADVICE

This report compiles publicly-available statutes, regulations, and county zoning rules into a research
reference. It is not legal advice and is provided without warranty as to accuracy, completeness, or
current applicability.

Cottage food law changes frequently. Counties may amend zoning, health departments may issue new
permits, and state legislatures may update statutes after the publication date shown above. Always
verify rules directly with your state department of health/agriculture and your county health and
planning offices before relying on them for any business or regulatory decision. Consult a licensed
attorney for advice specific to your situation.
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KENTUCKY

Executive summary

Cottage Food Law Report

This report covers the Kentucky cottage food framework — the state statute, the regulatory body
administering it, what producers can and cannot sell, and county-level rules layered on top of
state law for the 120 Kentucky counties included in this dataset.

ANNUAL SALES CAP
60000

FOOD HANDLER CERTIFICATION
no

DIRECT SALES ONLY
yes

RESEARCH NOTES

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
yes

KITCHEN INSPECTION
upon-complaint

INDIRECT SALES (RETAIL/ONLINE/WHOLESALE)

no — Sales limited to direct-to-consumer only
within Kentucky — from home (pickup or
delivery), markets, roadside stands, community
events, and online; shipping outside Kentucky is
prohibited, and sales to restaurants or retail
stores for resale are not allowed.

The input citation of KRS §217.137 refers to the home-based microprocessor provision (broader
acidified/canned foods with additional requirements); the primary cottage food law for standard home-
based processors is §217.136. Both were confirmed from official Kentucky Legislature site. The statute
URL in the input (id=44478) returned an 'invalid statute' error page (superseded); the correct current
URL for §217.136 is id=48558. Registration fee is $50/year (902 KAR 45:090). Kitchen use restrictions:
no more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and no more than three refrigerators. Commercial
equipment and separate commercial kitchen prohibited. The $60,000 annual cap is confirmed by
Forrager; IJ grade of D reflects the restrictive prohibited foods list and registration requirement. The
chfs.ky.gov URL for cottage foods may differ from the input URL which references

'homebasedprocessing.aspx'.
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Kentucky Revised Statutes §217.156 — Home-Based Food
Processors; Exemption from Permit Requirement and Fair
Packaging and Labeling Laws (§217.137 addresses home-
based microprocessors)

CITATION ENACTED
KRS §217137 2003

LAST AMENDED CONFIDENCE
2019 HIGH

Allowed foods

Home-based processors may sell non-TCS baked goods (breads, cakes, cookies, pies, pastries),
candies, jams and jellies, fruit butters, dried goods, syrups (maple and sorghum only), granola,
snacks, and similar shelf-stable items. Whole eggs (separate exemption, up to 60 dozen/week)
and honey (up to 150 gallons/year) are also allowed under separate provisions.

Prohibited foods

Acid foods, acidified food products, formulated acid food products, and low-acid canned foods
are explicitly prohibited for home-based processors. Perishable items, pickles, salsas, sauces,
ketchup, mustards, nut butters, oils, vinegars, pasta, fermented foods, juices, extracts, and meat
jerkies are also prohibited under §217.136. (Acidified/low-acid canned foods may be sold through
the separate home-based microprocessor pathway under §217.137.)

Labeling requirements

Labels must include: name and address of home-based processing operation, common/usual

name of food product, ingredients in descending order by weight, net weight/volume or count,
date processed, allergen information, and the statement 'This product is home-produced and

processed' in 10-point type.
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Statutory text — verbatim excerpt

STATUTE EXCERPT — VERBATIM

217136 Home-based food processors -- Exemption from permit requirement and fair packaging
and labeling laws -- Production, labeling, and sales of home-processed food products --
Inspections -- Registration system. (1) A home-based processor shall be exempt from KRS
217.035 and 217.037 if the following conditions are met: (a) All finished product containers are
clean, sanitary, and properly labeled pursuant to subsection (3) of this section; (b) All home-
processed foods produced under this exemption are neither adulterated nor misbranded
pursuant to subsection (4) of this section; and (c) All glass containers for jams, jellies, preserves,
fruit butter, and similar products are provided with suitable rigid metal covers. (2) A home-based
processor shall not produce or process for sale acid foods, acidified food products, formulated
acid food products, or low-acid canned foods. (3) A home-based processor shall label each of
its food products and include the following information: (a) The name and address of the home-
based processing operation; (b) The common or usual name of the food product; (c) The
ingredients of the food product, in descending order of predominance by weight; (d) The net
weight and volume of the food product by standard measure, or numerical count; (e) The
following statement in ten (10) point type: "This product is home-produced and processed"; and
(f) The date the product was processed. (5) Food products [...] may only be offered for sale
directly to consumers within this state, including from the home-based processor's home,
whether by pick-up or delivery, at a market, roadside stand, community event, or online. (12)
Beginning January 1, 2020, a home-based processor shall be registered with the cabinet.

Source: https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

Official sources

Statute https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=44478
State dept page https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx
Extension service https://www.uky.edu/foodscience/cottage-foods

Forrager.com https://forrager.com/law/kentucky/

State dept of agriculture / health: Kentucky Department for Public Health
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County-level rules

The state statute above sets the floor. Each county may add a home-occupation permit, business
license, or zoning rule on top of state law. The 120 Kentucky counties below are sorted by
population (largest first).

RANK 871 - FIPS 21111 - Louisville

Jefferson County

Population 779,232 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (home-based processor); annual cap $60,000;
registration $50/year - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Jefferson County is Louisville Metro — a consolidated city-county
government. Home-based processor registration ($50/year with KDPH, 902
KAR 45:090) required. No more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and
no more than three refrigerators. Commercial equipment and separate
commercial kitchen prohibited.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS Not specified in state rules; standard sanitation applies

WATER SUPPLY Potable water; state baseline

HANDWASHING Standard sanitation required per home-based processor regulations

FOOD STORAGE Standard food storage; max 3 refrigerators; no more than 2 non-commercial
ranges/ovens
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Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Kentucky Department of Public Health may inspect upon
complaint.

conditional — Louisville Metro Government (LMCO) has home occupation
regulations in its Land Development Code. Contact Louisville Metro Planning
& Design Services for home occupation requirements. Louisville Metro also
issues business licenses. Check LMCO Chapter 4, Zoning for home
occupation provisions.

yes

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Direct-to-consumer only (farmers markets, events, home sales). No
wholesale to restaurants or stores. No internet/mail order. $60,000 annual
cap.

unknown

Relevant county code

KRS §217.136; 902 KAR 45:090; Louisville Metro Land Development Code for home occupations

RESEARCH NOTES

Jefferson County/Louisville Metro is a consolidated city-county government. State baseline applies:
KRS §217.136 home-based processor, $60,000 annual cap, $50/year registration fee. No Jefferson
County-specific modification of state rules found. Louisville Metro has its own planning and zoning
code — home occupation requirements likely apply. Confidence medium as specific Louisville Metro
home occupation permit details not directly verified.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/public-health-wellness

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design

https://louisvilleky.gov

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 221 - FIPS 21067 - Lexington
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Fayette County

Population 321,276 - State baseline: KRS §217.137; registration required; $60,000 annual sales cap;
direct sales only; complaint-based inspection; no food handler cert required - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — KY registration required; $60,000 annual sales cap; direct to
consumer only; non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams, jellies, dried goods;
labeling required

no

No specific state restriction; general sanitation applies
Potable water at residence
Standard handwashing

Non-TCS foods stored in sanitary conditions

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Complaint-based investigation by KY Dept for Public
Health

varies — Fayette County/Lexington is a consolidated urban county
government. No specific home occupation permit for cottage food identified.
Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government may have home occupation
zoning requirements; operator should verify with LFUCG planning

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Direct to consumer only; farmers markets, events, roadside stands; no retail
or wholesale

Not specified

Relevant county code

Not identified
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RESEARCH NOTES

Cottage Food Law Report

Pattern-status county. Fayette County is consolidated with Lexington (LFUCG). KY requires registration
and has a $60,000 annual cap. No county-specific overlay found.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 390 - FIPS 21117 - Covington

Kenton County
Population 169,066 - State baseline: KRS §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS

WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Registration required ($50/year). Non-TCS baked goods, candies,
jams, jellies, fruit butters, dried goods, syrups (maple/sorghum only),
granola, and similar shelf-stable items allowed. Annual sales cap $60,000.
Direct sales only. Acidified foods, pickles, salsas, nut butters, oils, vinegars,
fermented foods, juices, and meats prohibited under standard pathway.

no

No explicit state restriction; no more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens
and three refrigerators (commercial equipment prohibited).

Potable water supply required.
Adequate handwashing per food safety standards.

Shelf-stable storage; commercial storage equipment not permitted.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — No routine inspections under standard home-based
processor pathway. State may investigate upon complaint.

conditional — Kenton County unincorporated areas may require home
occupation permit for home-based businesses. County seat 'Covington' was
blank in input — confirmed as Covington. County is highly urbanized (part of
greater Cincinnati metro). County URLs were blank in input.

varies
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Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only within Kentucky. No online sales with out-of-state shipping.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Only residents of the dwelling may produce; commercial equipment and
separate commercial kitchen prohibited.

Relevant county code

KRS §217.136 (home-based processor) / §217.137 (home-based microprocessor); no specific county
code found.

RESEARCH NOTES

County seat was blank in input — confirmed as Covington (part of Cincinnati metro, northern Kentucky).
Kenton County has no verified county-specific cottage food rules beyond Kentucky state baseline. Input
cites §217.137 (microprocessor) but primary cottage food provision is §217.136. Kentucky $60,000 cap
confirmed by state baseline. Commercial equipment and separate commercial kitchen explicitly
prohibited is a distinctive Kentucky restriction.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=44478

RANK 470 - FIPS 21015 - Burlington
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Boone County
Population 136,150 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 / §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Annual gross sales capped at $60,000. Registration ($50/year, 902
KAR 45:090). No more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and no more
than three refrigerators. No commercial equipment or separate commercial
kitchen. Prohibited foods: acidified foods, pickles, salsas, sauces, ketchup,
mustards, nut butters, oils, vinegars, pasta, fermented foods, juices, and
meat jerkies.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS Not explicitly prohibited by state statute; kitchen must maintain sanitary
conditions.

WATER SUPPLY Potable water required.

HANDWASHING Required per food safety standards.

FOOD STORAGE Non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams and jellies, fruit butters, dried goods,

syrups (maple and sorghum only), granola, snacks. Refrigerators limited to
three; ranges/ovens limited to two non-commercial units.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — KCHFS may inspect upon complaint.
HOME OCCUPATION varies — Boone County is in the Greater Cincinnati metro area (Northern
PERMIT Kentucky). County zoning ordinance may require a home occupation permit

in unincorporated areas. Cities such as Florence, Erlanger, and
Independence within Boone County have separate ordinances. No specific
county-level cottage food override identified.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE varies

16 / 231



KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only. Sales from home, farmers markets, roadside stands, and at
festivals/events. No wholesale or indirect sales to retail stores.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified; home-based processor program intended for small-scale
individual operations.

Relevant county code

KRS §217.136 (home-based processor); KRS §217.137 (home-based microprocessor for acidified/
canned goods, with additional requirements).

RESEARCH NOTES
State baseline (KY) confirmed: KRS §217.136, $60,000 cap, $50/year registration, restrictive equipment

limits. Boone County is a rapidly growing suburban county in the Northern Kentucky Cincinnati metro.
No county-specific URLs in input. County follows state baseline. Confidence medium.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 474 - FIPS 21227 - Bowling Green
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Warren County
Population 135,307 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 / §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Annual gross sales capped at $60,000. $50/year registration required.
Equipment limits: no more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens, no more
than three refrigerators. Prohibited: acidified foods, pickles, salsas, sauces,
mustards, nut butters, oils, vinegars, pasta, fermented foods, juices, meat
jerkies.

no

Not explicitly prohibited; kitchen sanitation required.
Potable water required.
Required per food safety standards.

Non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams/jellies, fruit butters, dried goods,
granola, snacks only.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — KCHFS may inspect upon complaint.

varies — Warren County zoning ordinance applies in unincorporated areas.
City of Bowling Green (home of Western Kentucky University) has its own
home occupation ordinance. No specific county-level cottage food override
identified.

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Direct sales only. Sales from home, farmers markets, roadside stands, and
events.

Not specified.

18 /231



KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Relevant county code
KRS §217.136; KRS §217.137.

RESEARCH NOTES

State baseline (KY) confirmed. Warren County includes Bowling Green, a mid-sized college city. No
county-specific URLs in input. County follows state baseline. Confidence medium.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 545 - FIPS 21093 - Elizabethtown

Hardin County

Population 111,005 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (home-based processor); $60,000 annual sales cap;
registration required ($50/year); no inspection; direct sales only; limited food categories - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Kentucky allows non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams/jellies, granola,
etc. from home kitchen. Registration required with KY Dept. for Public Health
($50/year, 902 KAR 45:090). Limited to no more than two non-commercial
ranges/ovens and three refrigerators. Commercial equipment prohibited.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS No specific state restriction; standard food safety sanitation practices apply.
WATER SUPPLY Potable water required per state food safety standards.

HANDWASHING Standard food safety practices; no mandatory certification under KY home-

based processor law.

FOOD STORAGE Non-TCS shelf-stable products only. Acidified foods (pickles, salsas),
fermented foods, nut butters, oils, vinegars, pasta, juices, meat jerkies all
prohibited under §217.136.
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Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Kentucky registration requires application review but no
routine kitchen inspection. Complaint-driven investigation by local health
department possible.

varies — No specific Hardin County home occupation permit requirements
found for cottage food. Kentucky KRS §217.136 registration is the primary
regulatory requirement. Hardin County (Elizabethtown area, near Fort Knox)
may have local zoning home occupation requirements. Contact Hardin
County Planning or Elizabethtown city planning.

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Kentucky allows direct sales only: from home, farmers markets, events.
Online/in-state shipping status unclear. No wholesale, restaurants, or retail
stores. $60,000 annual cap.

No specific state employee limit; commercial equipment prohibited; max 2
non-commercial ranges/ovens, 3 refrigerators.

Relevant county code

KRS §217.136; 902 KAR 45:090

RESEARCH NOTES

State baseline applied (KY tier Okay). Kentucky is distinctive for prohibiting commercial kitchen
equipment and limiting non-commercial equipment. Hardin County includes Elizabethtown and is
adjacent to Fort Knox military installation. No county-specific URLs provided. Confidence medium.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=44478

RANK 585 - FIPS 21059 - Owensboro
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Daviess County
Population 102,916 - State baseline: KRS §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Kentucky allows non-TCS baked goods (breads, cakes, cookies, pies,
pastries), candies, jams and jellies, fruit butters, dried goods, syrups (maple
and sorghum only), granola, snacks. Annual sales cap of $60,000.
Registration required ($50/year). Direct-to-consumer only. No food handler
certification required. Kitchen use restrictions: no more than two non-
commercial ranges/ovens and no more than three refrigerators. Commercial
equipment prohibited.

no

No specific state pet restriction, but standard sanitation practices apply.
No specific state requirement beyond standard sanitation.
Standard handwashing practices required.

Non-TCS foods only. Prohibited: acid/acidified foods, acidified food
products, formulated acid food products, low-acid canned foods, pickles,
salsas, sauces, ketchup, mustards, nut butters, oils, vinegars, pasta,
fermented foods, juices, extracts, meat jerkies. Home-based microprocessor
pathway (§217.137) allows acidified/low-acid canned foods with additional
requirements.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Complaint-based inspections only. $50/year registration
with the state.

conditional — Owensboro and Daviess County may have home occupation
zoning requirements. No specific Daviess County cottage food ordinance
identified beyond the state registration requirement.

varies
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES  Direct-to-consumer sales only at home, farmers markets, events. No
wholesale or indirect sales. $60,000 annual cap.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified in state statute.

Relevant county code

No specific Daviess County code section identified. State law governs: KRS §217.137.

RESEARCH NOTES

Daviess County has no county URLs in the input. State baseline governs. Kentucky's $60,000 cap and
registration requirement define this as an 'Okay' tier state. Owensboro is a mid-sized Western Kentucky
city. No county-specific overrides found. Confidence medium.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 638 - FIPS 21037 - Newport
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KENTUCKY

Cottage Food Law Report

Campbell County

Population 93,122 - State baseline: KRS §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS

WATER SUPPLY

HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136): $60,000 annual
sales cap. Registration required ($50/year, 902 KAR 45:090). Complaint-
based inspection. Direct sales only to consumers. Allowed: non-TCS baked
goods, candies, jams/jellies, fruit butters, dried goods, syrups (maple and
sorghum only), granola, snacks. Prohibited: acidified foods, low-acid canned
foods, pickles, salsas, sauces, nut butters, oils, pasta, fermented foods,
juices, meat jerkies. Kitchen restriction: no more than two non-commercial
ranges/ovens, no more than three refrigerators.

no

No specific restriction stated; kitchen use restrictions apply (no commercial
equipment).

No specific water supply requirement stated.

No specific statutory requirement; good manufacturing practices
recommended.

Non-TCS shelf-stable foods only; kitchen equipment limited to residential-
scale appliances.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services / local
health department may inspect upon complaint.

varies — Campbell County (Newport, in the Cincinnati metro area) may have
local home occupation zoning requirements. No Campbell County-specific
cottage food permit identified beyond state registration.

varies
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only to consumers. Home pickup, farmers markets, events
permitted. No wholesale, retail stores, or mail order.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  No employee limit specified; limited to two non-commercial ranges/ovens
and three refrigerators.

Relevant county code

No Campbell County-specific cottage food code identified.

RESEARCH NOTES

No Campbell County-specific cottage food rules found. Campbell County is part of the Cincinnati-
Northern Kentucky metro area (Newport, Bellevue). Kentucky's prohibition of acidified foods under the
primary cottage food pathway (§217.136) is notably restrictive; a separate §217.137 home-based
microprocessor pathway allows acidified foods with additional requirements. CHFS cottage food URL
may differ from input URL.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 639 - FIPS 21151 - Richmond
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KENTUCKY

Cottage Food Law Report

Madison County

Population 92,955 - State baseline: KRS §217.137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136): $60,000 annual
sales cap. Registration required ($50/year). Complaint-based inspection.
Direct sales only. Allowed: non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams/jellies, fruit
butters, dried goods, maple and sorghum syrups, granola, snacks.
Prohibited: acidified foods, low-acid canned goods, pickles, salsas, sauces,
nut butters, oils, pasta, fermented foods, juices, meat jerkies. Kitchen
equipment limited to residential-scale (no more than two non-commercial
ranges/ovens, three refrigerators).

no

No specific restriction stated.
No specific requirement.
No specific statutory requirement.

Non-TCS shelf-stable foods only; residential-scale kitchen equipment only.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — CHFS / local health department may inspect upon
complaint.

varies — Madison County (Richmond, home of Eastern Kentucky University)
may have local home occupation zoning requirements. No Madison County-
specific cottage food permit identified beyond state registration.

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Direct sales only to consumers. Home pickup, farmers markets, events
permitted. No wholesale, retail stores, or mail order under primary pathway.

No employee limit specified; limited to residential-scale kitchen equipment.
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KENTUCKY

Cottage Food Law Report

Relevant county code

No Madison County-specific cottage food code identified.

RESEARCH NOTES

No Madison County-specific cottage food rules found. Madison County (Richmond) is home to Eastern
Kentucky University. Kentucky's restrictive prohibited foods list (no acidified foods, pickles, salsas, nut
butters, pasta) makes the primary pathway one of the more limited among states. Separate §217.137
microprocessor pathway available for acidified foods with additional requirements.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 688 - FIPS 21029 - Shepherdsville

Bullitt County

Population 82,482 - State baseline: KRS §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Kentucky home-based processor: registration required ($50/year, 902
KAR 45:090), $60,000 annual sales cap. Allowed: non-TCS baked goods,
candies, jams, jellies, fruit butters, dried goods, maple and sorghum syrups,
granola, snacks. Kitchen restrictions: no more than 2 non-commercial
ranges/ovens and no more than 3 refrigerators; no commercial equipment.
Acidified foods, pickles, salsas, low-acid canned goods, nut butters, oils,
vinegars, pasta, fermented foods, juices, and meat jerkies are prohibited
under the standard home-based processor pathway.

no

Not specified in state law.
No specific statutory requirement.
No specific statutory requirement for home kitchen infrastructure.

No more than 3 refrigerators allowed; standard food safety storage
practices.
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KENTUCKY

Cottage Food Law Report

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — No routine inspection. KY Cabinet for Health and Family
Services may investigate upon complaint.

varies — Bullitt County is in the Louisville metro area. Bullitt County and
municipalities (Shepherdsville, Mt. Washington, etc.) may have home
occupation requirements. No specific Bullitt County cottage food ordinance
identified.

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Direct sales only: in-person at home, events, farmers markets. No wholesale,
no online shipping under KRS §217.136.

Not specified in state law; commercial equipment and separate commercial
kitchen prohibited.

Relevant county code

No Bullitt County-specific cottage food code identified. KRS §217.136 and §217.137 govern.

RESEARCH NOTES

Bullitt County is a suburban Louisville county. Kentucky has a $60,000 annual cap and requires $50/
year registration. The allowed foods list is relatively restrictive (no acidified foods, no fermented foods).
No county-specific overrides found. Confidence is medium: state law confirmed from official CHFS and
KY Legislature sources; county-level rules not verified.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=44478

RANK 749 - FIPS 21047 - Hopkinsville
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KENTUCKY

Cottage Food Law Report

Christian County

Population 72,766 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (home-based processor); §217.137 (home-based
microprocessor) -  MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams/jellies, fruit butters, dried
goods, syrups (maple and sorghum only), granola, snacks. $60,000 annual
sales cap. Registration fee $50/year (902 KAR 45:090). No more than two
non-commercial ranges/ovens and three refrigerators. No commercial
equipment or separate commercial kitchen.

no

Not specified in state statute.
Potable water required.
No food handler certification required.

Non-TCS products stored appropriately. Kitchen use restrictions: max two
non-commercial ranges/ovens, max three refrigerators.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — KY Cabinet for Health and Family Services may inspect
upon complaint. Registration required but no routine inspection.

varies — State registration ($50/year) required with KY Cabinet for Health
and Family Services. Christian County may have additional local zoning
home occupation requirements. No Christian County-specific cottage food
ordinance found.

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Direct sales to consumers only. No wholesale, consignment, or retail store
sales. Online sales unclear — direct sales framework.

Not specified.
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Relevant county code

KRS §217.136. No Christian County-specific code section found.

RESEARCH NOTES

Christian County follows Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136). $60,000 annual cap.
$50/year registration. Restrictive prohibited foods list (no acidified foods, pickles, salsas, nut butters,
oils, pasta, fermented foods). No county-specific overrides found. Confidence: medium (state law
verified, no county-specific ordinance confirmed).

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 782 - FIPS 21185 - La Grange

Oldham County

Population 67,997 - State baseline: KRS §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Annual sales cap $60,000. No food handler cert required. Registration
required with KY Dept of Public Health. Inspection upon complaint only.
Direct-to-consumer sales only; no wholesale. Non-TCS baked goods,
candies, jams/jellies, granola, dried goods, maple/sorghum syrups only. No
acidified foods, pickles, salsas, nut butters, fermented foods.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS Not specified in state law

WATER SUPPLY Standard residential water supply
HANDWASHING Good sanitation practices implied

FOOD STORAGE Appropriate storage for non-TCS products
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — Consumer complaint or foodborne iliness investigation
HOME OCCUPATION varies — No county govt URL provided. Oldham County is a suburban
PERMIT county adjacent to Louisville. Unincorporated areas follow county zoning.

City of La Grange has its own zoning. No county-specific cottage food
overlay identified.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE  varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES  Direct-to-consumer only; no wholesale; no internet sales to out-of-state

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified

Relevant county code

Not identified

RESEARCH NOTES

Kentucky Okay-tier state with $60,000 cap. Oldham County is upscale suburban county near Louisville.
No county-specific sources available. Pattern county.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 785 - FIPS 21145 - Paducah
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KENTUCKY

Cottage Food Law Report

McCracken County

Population 67,573 - State baseline: KRS §217137 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Annual sales cap $60,000. No food handler cert required. Registration
required. Inspection upon complaint only. Direct-to-consumer sales only; no
wholesale. Non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams/jellies, granola, dried
goods. No acidified foods, pickles, nut butters, fermented foods.

no

Not specified in state law
Standard residential water supply
Good sanitation practices implied

Appropriate storage for non-TCS products

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Consumer complaint or foodborne illness investigation

varies — No county govt URL provided. McCracken County includes
Paducah, a regional center. Unincorporated areas follow county zoning. City
of Paducah has its own zoning and business licensing. No county-specific
cottage food overlay identified.

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE
DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional
Direct-to-consumer only; no wholesale; no out-of-state internet sales

Not specified

Relevant county code

Not identified
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KENTUCKY

RESEARCH NOTES

Cottage Food Law Report

Kentucky Okay-tier state with $60,000 cap. McCracken County/Paducah is a regional hub in western
Kentucky near TN/IL borders. No county-specific sources available. Pattern county.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 820 - FIPS 21199 - Somerset

Pulaski County

Population 65,145 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (home-based processor); §217137 (home-based
microprocessor) -  MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Registration required ($50/year). $60,000 annual sales cap. Direct
sales only. No more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and three
refrigerators. No commercial equipment. Food list is restrictive: baked
goods, candies, jams/jellies, fruit butters, syrups (maple/sorghum only),
granola, dried goods.

no

No specific state prohibition; good manufacturing practice applies
Potable water required
Handwashing facilities required

Non-TCS shelf-stable foods; proper storage required

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Complaint-based inspection; routine inspection not
required

varies — Pulaski County (Somerset area) is in south-central Kentucky. No
specific county home occupation permit for cottage food identified. Contact
Pulaski County Planning or Somerset city for local zoning.

varies
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES  Direct sales only; no wholesale or retail sales. Internet sales within Kentucky
allowed.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  No employees may assist in production (sole operator required)

Relevant county code

Contact Pulaski County Planning or Somerset City for local zoning

RESEARCH NOTES

Kentucky KRS §217.136 is the standard home-based processor law with $60,000 cap, $50/year
registration. Restrictive food list (no acidified foods, pickles, salsas). Pulaski County is a mid-size
central KY county. No specific county overrides found. No county URLs in input.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 846 - FIPS 21125 - London
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KENTUCKY

Laurel County

Cottage Food Law Report

Population 62,442 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (home-based processor) - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Registration required ($50/year). $60,000 annual sales cap. Direct
sales only. Restrictive food list: baked goods, candies, jams/jellies, fruit
butters, syrups (maple/sorghum only), granola, dried goods. No acidified
foods, pickles, salsas, nut butters, oils.

no

No specific state prohibition; good manufacturing practice applies
Potable water required
Handwashing facilities required

Non-TCS shelf-stable foods; proper storage required

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Complaint-based inspection; no routine inspection

varies — Laurel County includes London in southeastern Kentucky. No
specific county home occupation permit for cottage food identified. Contact
Laurel County Planning & Zoning at (606) 864-5128.

varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER
PICKUP

ON-SITE SIGNAGE

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME

yes

conditional

Direct sales only; no wholesale or retail. Internet sales within Kentucky
allowed.

Sole operator required for production

Relevant county code

Contact Laurel County Planning for local zoning
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KENTUCKY

RESEARCH NOTES

Cottage Food Law Report

Laurel County is in southeastern Kentucky coal country. Kentucky §217136 has $60,000 cap, $50/year
registration, restrictive food list. No specific county overrides found. No county URLs in input.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 890 - FIPS 21195 - Pikeville

Pike County

Population 58,196 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (home-based processor); KRS §217.137 (home-based
microprocessor) -  MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS
WATER SUPPLY
HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136) requires
registration ($50/year). Non-TCS baked goods, candies, jams/jellies, fruit
butters, syrups (maple/sorghum), granola, and dried goods only. $60,000
annual sales cap. Direct sales only. No more than two non-commercial
ranges/ovens and three refrigerators — commercial equipment prohibited.

no

No specific pet restriction in state cottage food law.
No specific state cottage food water testing requirement.
No specific state cottage food handwashing mandate.

Non-TCS, shelf-stable foods only. Maximum two non-commercial ranges,
three refrigerators.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — Kentucky may inspect upon complaint; registration
processed by state, not county.

varies — Pike County and City of Pikeville may have home occupation
zoning requirements. Operators should check with Pike County Planning and
Zoning.

varies
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER conditional
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES  Direct sales only. Farmers markets, home pickup, events permitted. No
wholesale, no retail store sales.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified in state statute.

Relevant county code

Pike County zoning code (home occupation provisions); no specific cottage food county code
identified.

RESEARCH NOTES

No county-specific cottage food ordinance found for Pike County, KY. State baseline (KRS §217.136)
applies. Kentucky's $60,000 annual cap, prohibition on acidified/low-acid canned foods, and restriction
to limited allowed food categories are the key limitations. Pike County is in eastern Kentucky in the
Appalachian coalfields area. Registration fee is $50/year (902 KAR 45:090).

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 902 - FIPS 21209 - Georgetown
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KENTUCKY

Scott County

Cottage Food Law Report

Population 57,286 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (Home-Based Processors); 902 KAR 45:090 -

MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED

SEPARATE DEDICATED
KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS

WATER SUPPLY

HANDWASHING

FOOD STORAGE

yes — Must be producer's primary residence. No commercial ranges/ovens
beyond two units; no more than three refrigerators. Commercial equipment
prohibited. All foods must be non-potentially hazardous and shelf-stable per
902 KAR 45:090 approved list. Annual sales cap $60,000. Registration fee
$50/year with KY Food Safety Branch.

no

KY state rules do not explicitly address pets but good sanitation practices
apply. No specific county override found.

Must process in primary residence; public or approved private water supply.

Standard good manufacturing practices apply; no formal inspection
requirement except complaint-based.

All products must be shelf-stable and non-potentially hazardous. Proper
storage to prevent contamination.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED

HOME OCCUPATION
PERMIT

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE

upon-complaint — KY Food Safety Branch may inspect upon consumer
complaint or suspected foodborne iliness. GPS coordinates on application
assist complaint investigations.

conditional — Georgetown/Scott County Revenue Commission (GSCRC)
requires an occupational license for businesses operating in Georgetown/
Scott County. Business registration form BQ100 required. $50 state
registration also required through KY Food Safety Branch. Contact GSCRC at
1000 West Main St. Suite 8, Georgetown KY, phone 502-603-5860.

yes
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER conditional
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES  Direct sales to consumers only (KRS §217.136). In-person at home, farmers
markets, events, and similar. No wholesale/retail store channel.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  No additional employees specified; production must be by the registered
applicant.

Relevant county code

Georgetown/Scott County Revenue Commission GSCRC BQ100 Occupational License; KRS §217.136;
902 KAR 45:090

RESEARCH NOTES

State registration required with KY Food Safety Branch ($50/year via DFS-250 form); foods must be
from approved 902 KAR 45:090 list. Georgetown/Scott County Revenue Commission requires local
occupational license for all businesses operating locally. No county-specific cottage food health rules
found. Scott County is the fastest-growing county in Kentucky per GSCRC materials. $60,000 annual
cap and direct-sales-only requirements are state-level floors.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/FSDocs/dfs250.pdf
https://www.gscrevenueky.gov/Blog/9/business-licensing-guide

https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 939 - FIPS 21113 - Nicholasville

38/ 231


https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/FSDocs/dfs250.pdf
https://www.gscrevenueky.gov/Blog/9/business-licensing-guide
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Jessamine County

Population 53,381 - State baseline: KRS §217.136 (Home-Based Processors); 902 KAR 45:090 -
MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Primary residence kitchen only. No commercial equipment. All foods
must be non-potentially hazardous and shelf-stable per 902 KAR 45:090
approved list. Annual sales cap $60,000. Registration fee $50/year.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS KY state rules do not explicitly address pets. Standard sanitation applies.
WATER SUPPLY Primary residence with approved water supply.

HANDWASHING Standard good manufacturing practices; complaint-based inspection.
FOOD STORAGE Shelf-stable, non-potentially hazardous products only.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — KY Food Safety Branch may inspect on complaint or
foodborne illness investigation.

HOME OCCUPATION conditional — Jessamine County is a suburban county adjacent to Lexington.

PERMIT Local occupational license may be required in Nicholasville or
unincorporated Jessamine County. State registration ($50/year) required
through KY Food Safety Branch. Contact Jessamine County government in
Nicholasville.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE  varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER conditional
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES  Direct sales to consumers only (KRS §217.136). No wholesale or retail store
channel.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  No additional employees; production by registered applicant only.
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Relevant county code

KRS §217.136; 902 KAR 45:090; no Jessamine County-specific ordinance identified

RESEARCH NOTES

Jessamine County is adjacent to Lexington-Fayette County and is one of the faster-growing suburban
areas in Kentucky. No county-specific cottage food rules found. State baseline: $60,000 cap, direct
sales only, approved food list only. Registration renewal annual (April 1to March 31).

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/cottage-foods.aspx

RANK 966 - FIPS 21073 - Frankfort

Franklin County
Population 51,475 - State baseline: KRS §217.136; 902 KAR 45:090 - ' HiGH

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Must be primary residence kitchen. Production limited to non-
potentially hazardous, shelf-stable foods. No more than two non-commercial
ranges/ovens and three refrigerators. Commercial equipment and separate
commercial kitchen prohibited. Annual gross sales cap $60,000. Must
register with Kentucky Food Safety Branch ($50/year).

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS Not explicitly stated in regulations; standard sanitation practices apply.
WATER SUPPLY Not specified in regulations.

HANDWASHING Standard sanitation implied; no explicit handwashing station requirement.
FOOD STORAGE Perishable ingredients must be refrigerated. Products must be shelf-stable

and non-potentially hazardous.
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — No routine inspection. Food Safety Branch
(502-564-7181) may investigate on complaint or foodborne illness report.

HOME OCCUPATION conditional — Franklin County Health Department administers Home-Based

PERMIT Processor Law (HB 263). No separate local home occupation permit
identified in research for unincorporated Franklin County. City of Frankfort
may require separate business licensing for cottage food operations within
city limits. Recommend verifying with Franklin County Planning.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE varies

Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE conditional

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES  Products may be sold from the home (pickup or delivery), at non-permitted
markets, roadside stands, community events, and online within Kentucky. No
wholesale or indirect sales.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  No employees beyond household members specified in Home-Based
Processor rules.

Relevant county code

KRS §217.136; 902 KAR 45:090; HB 263 (2018); HB 468

RESEARCH NOTES

Franklin County Health Department (FCHD) has a specific webpage on the Home-Based Processor Law.
Registration is with state Food Safety Branch ($50/year), not county. Franklin County is the seat of state
government; FCHD references HB 263 and KRS 217.136. Allowed foods include: dried herbs/spices,
candies, dried grains, granola, trail mix, whole fruits/vegetables, dried fruits, mixed greens, high-acid
jams/jellies, sweet sorghum syrup, maple syrup, fruit butter, bread, fruit pies, pecan pies, cakes,
cookies, popcorn. Annual cap $60,000.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://fchd.org/home-based-processor-law-hb263/
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://fchd.org/home-based-processor-law-hb263/
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/FSDocs/dfs250.pdf
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

RANK 9999 - FIPS 21001 - Columbia

Adair County

Population 19,202 - State baseline: KRS §217136 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136) allows direct-to-
consumer sales of non-TCS foods from a home kitchen. Registration with the
Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS) is required ($50/
year). Annual sales cap of $60,000. Direct sales only — farmers markets,
farm stands, home pickup, and events permitted. No more than two non-
commercial ranges/ovens and three refrigerators permitted.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS No specific pet restriction in state statute, but good manufacturing practices
expected.

WATER SUPPLY No specific state cottage food water testing requirement.

HANDWASHING No specific state handwashing mandate beyond general food safety
practices.

FOOD STORAGE Non-TCS shelf-stable foods only. No more than three refrigerators for
storage.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — No routine inspection; complaint-driven only per state
baseline.

HOME OCCUPATION no — Adair County is a small rural south-central Kentucky county. No

PERMIT county-specific cottage food or home occupation ordinance beyond the

state registration requirement was identified. CHFS registration ($50/year) is
the primary permit requirement.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE  varies
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Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE yes

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only. Sales at farmers markets, farm stands, events, and home
pickup permitted. No wholesale, retail stores, or internet-based indirect
sales.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified; commercial equipment and separate commercial kitchen
prohibited.

Relevant county code

No specific Adair County cottage food ordinance identified.

RESEARCH NOTES

Adair County is a small rural south-central Kentucky county (pop. ~19,202). No county-specific cottage
food ordinance was found. Defaulting to Kentucky state baseline. State law requires CHFS registration
($50/year), $60,000 annual sales cap, direct sales only.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 9999 - FIPS 21003 - Scottsville
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Allen County

Population 21,038 - State baseline: KRS §217136 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136) allows direct-to-
consumer sales of non-TCS foods from a home kitchen. Registration with
CHFS is required ($50/year). Annual sales cap of $60,000. Direct sales only
— farmers markets, farm stands, home pickup, and events permitted. No
more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and three refrigerators

permitted.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS No specific pet restriction in state statute, but good manufacturing practices
expected.

WATER SUPPLY No specific state cottage food water testing requirement.

HANDWASHING No specific state handwashing mandate beyond general food safety
practices.

FOOD STORAGE Non-TCS shelf-stable foods only. No more than three refrigerators for
storage.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — No routine inspection; complaint-driven only per state
baseline.

HOME OCCUPATION no — Allen County is a small rural south-central Kentucky county. No

PERMIT county-specific cottage food or home occupation ordinance beyond the

state registration requirement was identified. CHFS registration ($50/year) is
the primary permit requirement.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE varies
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Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE yes

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only. Sales at farmers markets, farm stands, events, and home
pickup permitted. No wholesale, retail stores, or internet-based indirect
sales.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified; commercial equipment and separate commercial kitchen
prohibited.

Relevant county code

No specific Allen County cottage food ordinance identified.
RESEARCH NOTES

Allen County is a small rural south-central Kentucky county near the Tennessee border (pop. ~21,038).
No county-specific cottage food ordinance was found. Defaulting to Kentucky state baseline.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 9999 - FIPS 21005 - Lawrenceburg
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Anderson County
Population 22,214 - State baseline: KRS §217136 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136) allows direct-to-
consumer sales of non-TCS foods from a home kitchen. Registration with
CHFS is required ($50/year). Annual sales cap of $60,000. Direct sales only
— farmers markets, farm stands, home pickup, and events permitted. No
more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and three refrigerators

permitted.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS No specific pet restriction in state statute, but good manufacturing practices
expected.

WATER SUPPLY No specific state cottage food water testing requirement.

HANDWASHING No specific state handwashing mandate beyond general food safety
practices.

FOOD STORAGE Non-TCS shelf-stable foods only. No more than three refrigerators for
storage.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — No routine inspection; complaint-driven only per state
baseline.

HOME OCCUPATION no — Anderson County is a small central Kentucky county near Frankfort. No

PERMIT county-specific cottage food or home occupation ordinance beyond the

state registration requirement was identified. CHFS registration ($50/year) is
the primary permit requirement.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE varies
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Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE yes

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only. Sales at farmers markets, farm stands, events, and home
pickup permitted. No wholesale, retail stores, or internet-based indirect
sales.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified; commercial equipment and separate commercial kitchen
prohibited.

Relevant county code

No specific Anderson County cottage food ordinance identified.
RESEARCH NOTES

Anderson County is in central Kentucky near the state capital Frankfort (pop. ~22,214). No county-
specific cottage food ordinance was found. Defaulting to Kentucky state baseline.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 9999 - FIPS 21007 - Wickliffe
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Ballard County

Population 7,851 - State baseline: KRS §217136 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136) allows direct-to-
consumer sales of non-TCS foods from a home kitchen. Registration with
CHFS is required ($50/year). Annual sales cap of $60,000. Direct sales only
— farmers markets, farm stands, home pickup, and events permitted. No
more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and three refrigerators

permitted.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS No specific pet restriction in state statute, but good manufacturing practices
expected.

WATER SUPPLY No specific state cottage food water testing requirement.

HANDWASHING No specific state handwashing mandate beyond general food safety
practices.

FOOD STORAGE Non-TCS shelf-stable foods only. No more than three refrigerators for
storage.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — No routine inspection; complaint-driven only per state
baseline.

HOME OCCUPATION no — Ballard County is a small rural western Kentucky county at the

PERMIT confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. No county-specific cottage

food or home occupation ordinance beyond the state registration
requirement was identified. CHFS registration ($50/year) is the primary
permit requirement.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE varies
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Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE yes

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only. Sales at farmers markets, farm stands, events, and home
pickup permitted. No wholesale, retail stores, or internet-based indirect
sales.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified; commercial equipment and separate commercial kitchen
prohibited.

Relevant county code

No specific Ballard County cottage food ordinance identified.
RESEARCH NOTES

Ballard County is a small rural western Kentucky county (pop. ~7,851). No county-specific cottage food
ordinance was found. Defaulting to Kentucky state baseline.

SOURCES VERIFIED AT RESEARCH TIME
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dphps/fsb/Pages/homebasedprocessing.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48558

RANK 9999 - FIPS 21009 - Glasgow
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KENTUCKY Cottage Food Law Report

Barren County
Population 45,395 - State baseline: KRS §217136 - MEDIUM

Home kitchen rules

HOME KITCHEN ALLOWED  yes — Kentucky home-based processor law (KRS §217.136) allows direct-to-
consumer sales of non-TCS foods from a home kitchen. Registration with
CHFS is required ($50/year). Annual sales cap of $60,000. Direct sales only
— farmers markets, farm stands, home pickup, and events permitted. No
more than two non-commercial ranges/ovens and three refrigerators

permitted.

SEPARATE DEDICATED no

KITCHEN

PET RESTRICTIONS No specific pet restriction in state statute, but good manufacturing practices
expected.

WATER SUPPLY No specific state cottage food water testing requirement.

HANDWASHING No specific state handwashing mandate beyond general food safety
practices.

FOOD STORAGE Non-TCS shelf-stable foods only. No more than three refrigerators for
storage.

Inspection & permitting

INSPECTION REQUIRED upon-complaint — No routine inspection; complaint-driven only per state
baseline.

HOME OCCUPATION no — Barren County is a mid-sized south-central Kentucky county. Glasgow,

PERMIT the county seat, may have city-level home occupation zoning provisions for

businesses operating within city limits. No county-specific cottage food
ordinance beyond state registration was identified. CHFS registration ($50/
year) is the primary permit requirement.

LOCAL BUSINESS LICENSE varies
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Customer-facing rules

ON-SITE CUSTOMER yes
PICKUP
ON-SITE SIGNAGE yes

DELIVERY / PICKUP RULES Direct sales only. Sales at farmers markets, farm stands, events, and home
pickup permitted. No wholesale, retail stores, or internet-based indirect
sales.

MAX EMPLOYEES IN HOME  Not specified; commercial equipment and separate commercial kitchen
prohibited.

Relevant county code
No specific Barren County cottage food ordinance identified. Glasgow city zoning may apply within city

limits.

RESEARCH NOTES

Barren County is one of the larger rural counties in south-central Kentucky (pop. ~45,395). No county-
specifi